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Prelude
Words of Welcome & Announcements
Opening Litany:

P: The prophet Joel calls us to return to the Lord with all our hearts.

C: Lord, use this holy season of Lent to reorient our lives toward

you.

P: As we raise our voices in lament,

C: comfort us and gives us cause for hope.

P: Bless our worship, our work, and our play.

C: Guide us with your Spirit, that we may follow where you lead

in confidence and trust.

Judy Follmuth

Words of Confession: Psalm 51: 1-12  (read responsively)

'Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according
to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.

’Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my
sin.

‘For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.

“Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your
sight, so that you are justified in your sentence and blameless when
you pass judgment.

SIndeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me.

%You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom
in my secret heart.

"Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be
whiter than snow.

‘Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed
rejoice.

’Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.

1'Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit
within me.

'"Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy
spirit from me.

I?Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing

spirit.

The Imposition of Ashes

Scripture Reading: Joel 2:1-2, 12-14 Lector: Harry Follmth
Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain! Let
all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is
coming, it is near— “a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and
thick darkness! Like blackness spread upon the mountains a great and
powerful army comes; their like has never been from of old, nor will be
again after them in ages to come. '“Yet even now, says the LORD, return
to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with
mourning; “rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the LORD,
your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding
in steadfast love, and relents from punishing. '“Who knows whether he
will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering
and a drink offering for the LORD, your God?

Gospel: Luke 7:36-49

P: The Gospel according to Luke  C: Glory to you, O Lord

% One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and when he went
into the Pharisee’s house he reclined to dine. */ And a woman in the city
who was a sinner, having learned that he was eating in the Pharisee’s
house, brought an alabaster jar of ointment. ** She stood behind him at
his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his feet with her tears and to dry
them with her hair, kissing his feet and anointing them with the
ointment. *” Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw it, he said
to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and
what kind of woman this is who is touching him, that she is a
sinner.” " Jesus spoke up and said to him, “Simon, I have something to
say to you.” “Teacher,” he replied, “speak.” *' “A certain moneylender
had two debtors; one owed five hundred denarii, and the other
fifty. *> When they could not pay, he canceled the debts for both of them.
Now which of them will love him more?” ** Simon answered, “I
suppose the one for whom he canceled the greater debt.” And Jesus said
to him, “You have judged rightly.” ** Then turning toward the woman,
he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you
gave me no water for my feet, but she has bathed my feet with her tears
and dried them with her hair. ° You gave me no kiss, but from the time
I came in she has not stopped kissing my feet. “° You did not anoint my



head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. *’ Therefore,
I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven; hence she has shown great
love. But the one to whom little is forgiven loves little.” * Then he said
to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” *’ But those who were at the table with
him began to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives
sins?”

P: The Gospel of the Lord C: Praise to you, O Lord

Sermon “Jesus Forgives” Pastor Kristen Anderson
Hymn What a Friend We Have in Jesus #742
Prayers of the Church

Offering Ushers: John and Chris Thoe

*Words of Institution
*The Lord’s Prayer

Distribution of Holy Communion
Communion Assistants: Diane Boley and Liz Hinsch

Distribution Hymn Just As [ Am #592

*Post Communion Prayer

God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
*Sending Hymn In the Cross of Christ I Glory #324

P: Go in peace. Believe the good news.
C: Thanks be to God!

Ak Wmf/y
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